
LJCSC 2009 YEAR-END CELEBRATION  AWARD SUMMARY 

 

I.  PERSONAL MILESTONES AND SIGNIFICANT EVENTS 

RECIPIENT EVENT AWARD TITLE 
Claudia Rose Sitka Sound 8-Mile Swim 

Completed swim in 4:36 
1st person to swim solo without wetsuit across the sound – 52 degree 
water 
 

Diana Spy Alcatraz Swim 1st time to “escape from Alcatraz” 

Marta Gaughen Alcatraz Swim 1st time to “escape from Alcatraz” – won third in age group – no wetsuit 

Tom Hecker Marathon Swims Completed “Triple Crown” of Marathon swims after swimming Catalina 
Channel in July, 2009 

Jack Robertson Challenged Athlete, CAF event  Completed 10th year of participation, 1.2 mile swim on 10/25 

JoAnn Samuels Tour of Buoys – 5 Mile Event First time swimming 5 miles 
 

Romel Hokansen Inaugural San Diego-Coronado 
Sharkfest Swim on Oct 25th 

Came in 2nd in her age group, and as a “young” 59 age swimmer was 
the oldest woman in the event. 

 

II.  MISCELLANEOUS  OPEN WATER EVENTS – 1 to 4 Miles, 1ST PLACE IN AGE GROUP 

RECIPIENT EVENT AWARD TITLE 
Barbara Held Big Chill Top Female Mileage 

Kevin Anderson Big Chill Top Female Male Mileage 

Claudio Majewski Pier to Cove 2.5K Swim 1st Place Male, Overall Finisher 

Rachel Gordon Pier to Cove 2.5K Swim 1st Place Female, Overall Finisher 

Sara Steinhoffer Tour of Buoys 1.5 Mile Swim 1st Place in Age Group/Division 

Manuel Adum Tour of Buoys 1.5 Mile Swim 1st Place in Age Group/Division 

Maggie Nelsen Tour of Buoys 1.5 Mile Swim 1st Place in Age Group/Division 

Brian Church Tour of Buoys 1.5 Mile Swim 1st Place in Age Group/Division 

Chad Homcheon Tour of Buoys 1.5 Mile Swim 1st Place in Age Group/Division 

Jake McLaughlin Tour of Buoys 1.5 Mile Swim 1st Place in Age Group/Division 

Jim Smith Tour of Buoys 1.5 Mile Swim 1st Place in Age Group/Division 

Laura Slevin Moriarty Tour of Buoys 1.5 Mile 1st Place in Age Group/Division & First Place Male Overall Finisher 

Robin Grand Tour of Buoys 1.5 Mile Swim 1st Place in Age Group/Division 

Jennifer Hauser Tour of Buoys 1.5 Mile Swim 1st Place in Age Group/Division 

George Burtless Tour of Buoys 1.5 Mile Swim 1st Place in Age Group/Division 
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Fabian Syring Tour of Buoys 1.5 Mile Swim 1st Place in Age Group/Division 

Steve Hops Tour of Buoys 1.5 Mile Swim 1st Place in Age Group/Division 

Elley Cannon Tour of Buoys 1.5 Mile Swim 1st Place in Age Group/Division 

Jeff Rahil Tour of Buoys 1.5 Mile Swim 1st Place in Age Group/Division 

Barbara Helton 

Tour of Buoys 1.5 Mile Swim 1st Place in Age Group/Division 

Janet Wardell Tour of Buoys 1.5 Mile Swim 1st Place in Age Group/Division 
 

Bill Crane Tour of Buoys 1.5 Mile Swim 1st Place in Age Group/Division 

Bob Jones Tour of Buoys 1.5 Mile Swim 1st Place in Age Group/Division 

Barbara Olson Tour of Buoys 1.5 Mile Swim 1st Place in Age Group/Division 

Barbara Held La Jolla Rough Water Swim – 1 
Mile 

1st Place in Age Group 

Ben Weston La Jolla Rough Water Swim – 1 
Mile 

1st Place in Age Group 

Todd Robinson La Jolla Rough  Water Swim – 3 
mile Gatorman 

1st Place in Age Group 

Sara Steinhoffer Newport Pier to Pier 2 Mile Swim 1st Place in Age Group 

Bill Crane Newport Pier to Pier 2 Mile Swim 1st Place in Age Group 

John Gillick Alcatraz Sharkfest Swim 1st Place in Age Group 

Tony Joseph Alcatraz Sharkfest Swim 1st Place in Age Group 

Steve Cross Inaugural San Diego-Coronado 
Sharkfest Swim on Oct 25th 

1st Place in Age Group 

 

 

LONG DISTANCE OPEN WATER EVENTS – Competitive Events > 4 Miles; Participation Award for Long 
distance open water events and/or 1st Place in Age Group 

RECIPIENT EVENT AWARD TITLE 
Todd Robinson Tour of Buoys Five Mile Swim 1st Place in Age Group & 1st Place Overall – Men’s 

Karen Schmidt Tour of Buoys Five Mile Swim 1st Place in Age Group & 1st Place Overall, Women 

Peter Worland Tour of Buoys Five Mile Swim 1st Place in Age Group  

Greg Shields Tour of Buoys Five Mile Swim 1st Place in Age Group 

Donald Paisley Tour of Buoys Five Mile Swim 1st Place in Age Group 

Chad Kalocinski Tour of Buoys Five Mile Swim 1st Place in Age Group 
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Scott Berk Tour of Buoys Five Mile Swim 1st Place in Age Group 

John La Raia Tour of Buoys Five Mile Swim 1st Place in Age Group 

Mary Haney Tour of Buoys Five Mile Swim 1st Place in Age Group 

Denise Schwendener Tour of Buoys Five Mile Swim 1st Place in Age Group 

Nicholas Denezzo Tour of Buoys Five Mile Swim 1st Place in Age Group 

Dorothy Rae Thomas-
Reid 

Tour of Buoys Five Mile Swim 1st Place in Age Group 

Joann Samuels Tour of Buoys Five Mile Swim 1st Place in Age Group 

Tony Alkire Tour of Buoys Five Mile Swim 1st Place in Age Group 

Jerry Anderson Tour of Buoys Five Mile Swim 1st Place in Age Group 

Lisa M Sacco Tour of Buoys Five Mile Swim 1st Place in Age Group 

Carol Sing Tour of Buoys Five Mile Swim 

 
1st Place in Age Group 

Karen Schmidt 10-Mile Relay Event – Swam Solo 1st Place overall finisher as solo swimmer 

Dorothy Thomas-Reid 10-Mile Relay Event – Swam Solo 8th Place overall finisher as solo swimmer 

 

RELAY EVENTS  

RECIPIENT EVENT AWARD TITLE 
Alexia Nalewaik 8-Mile Pennock Island Challenge 

– Mixed Category – 1st Place in 
Category 

Open Water Relay Event 

Steve Green 10-Mile Maui Channel Swim 
Relay “Children of the Cove” 8th 
place in category 

Open Water Relay Event 

Jon Jacobson 10-Mile Maui Channel Swim 
Relay “Children of the Cove” 8th 
place in category 

Open Water Relay Event 

Kelly O’Sullivan 10-Mile Maui Channel Swim 
Relay - NSLB – II, 6th Place in 
Category 

Open Water Relay Event 

John Heffner 10-Mile Maui Channel Swim 
Relay - NSLB – II, 6th Place in 
Category 

Open Water Relay Event 

Treacy Sommer 10-Mile Maui Channel Swim Open Water Relay Event 
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Relay - NSLB – II, 6th Place in 
Category 

Jerry Jessop 10-Mile Maui Channel Swim 
Relay - NSLB – II, 6th Place in 
Category 

Open Water Relay Event 

Cat Moore 10-Mile Maui Channel Swim 
Relay – “Sensational Six Mix” – 
10th place in category, 7:16.33 

Open Water Relay Event 

Robert Philipson 10-Mile Maui Channel Swim 
Relay – “Sensational Six Mix” – 
10th place in category, 7:16.33 

Open Water Relay Event 

 

EVENT ORGANIZERS & SUPPORTERS 

RECIPIENT EVENT AWARD TITLE 
Doug Burleigh 2.5K Fundraiser Swim Event Organizer 

Paula Selby Tour of Buoys  Event Organizer 

Jack & Elaine  
Robertson 

Big Chill Awards – he and wife, 
Elaine, hosted party at their 
residence in La Jolla 

Event Hosts 

Tom Hecker 10-Mile Relay Fundraiser Event Organizer 

John Heffner 10-Mile Relay Fundraiser Event Organizer 

ob West Tour of Buoys – Core Planning 
Committee 

Event Supporter  

David Lamott Tour of Buoys – Core Planning 
Committee 

Event Supporter 

Chong-Ren Chien Tour of Buoys – Core Planning 
Committee  

Event Supporter 

Steve Dockstader Tour of Buoys – Core Planning 
Committee  

Event Supporter 

Teresa McKethan Tour of Buoys – Core Planning 
Committee  

Event Supporter 

Guy Buchanan Tour of Buoys – Core Planning 
Committee  

Event Supporter 

Debbie Peckham Tour of Buoys & 2.5K Swim Event Supporter/Volunteer 
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Daira Paulsen Tour of Buoys Event Supporter/Volunteer 

Chris Wagner Timekeeper, 2.5K Swim Event Supporter/Volunteer 

Marva West Timekeeper, 2.5K Swim Event Supporter/Volunteer 

Janet Lamott Tour of Buoys & 2.5K Swim Event Supporter 

 Paula Ferraco Tour of Buoys & 2.5 K Swim, 
Radio Communicator 

Event Supporter 

Peri Coady Tour of Buoys Event volunteer – Kayak Support 

Anne Cleveland Tour of Buoys Event volunteer 

Tina Deroche Tour of Buoys Event volunteer 

Mary Coakley Tour of Buoys Event volunteers 

Romel Hokasen Tour of Buoys Food  & Beverage Event volunteer 

Rendy Opdycke Tour of Buoys Food  & Beverage 
Swim 

Event volunteer 

Charlie Peckham Tour of Buoys Event volunteer 
   

ADA 10-Mile Relay Fundraiser Event Event Beneficiary 

San Diego Junior 
Lifeguard Foundation 

10-Mile Relay Fundraiser Event Event Beneficiary 

Kevin Donohue & San 
Diego Kayak Club 

Tour of Buoys & Marathon 
Swimmers 

Ongoing support for Tour of Buoys Event – coordinating kayakers for 
swimmers 

David Clark Catalina Channel Swims Event Volunteer - Observer 

Carol Sing Catalina Channel Swims Event Volunteer - Observer 

Phil Garn Catalina Channel Swims Event Volunteer - Observer 

Dorothy Thomas-Reid Catalina Channel Swims Event Volunteer - Observer 

Anne Cleveland Catalina Channel Swims Event Volunteer - Observer 

Claudia Rose Catalina Channel Swims Event Volunteer - Observer 

Leslie Nanninga Catalina Channel Swims Event Volunteer - Observer 

Cindy Walsh Catalina Channel Swims Event Volunteer - Observer 

Jim Fitzpatrick Catalina Channel Swims Event Volunteer - Observer 

Don Rasky Catalina Channel Swims Event Volunteer – Kayak Support 

Jerry Anderson Catalina Channel Swims Event Volunteer – Kayak Support 

Carol LeBeau Emcee for events Event Volunteer 
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SOLO CHANNEL/MARATHON SWIMMERS & LONG DISTANCE OPEN WATER SWIMS 

RECIPIENT EVENT AWARD TITLE 
Tom Hecker Catalina Channel Solo – 7/10/09, 

10:45 
10-Mile Maui Channel Swim – 
17th Place, Overall - 9:50.37 
 

Marathon Swim  

Todd Robinson Catalina Channel Solo: 8/25/09, 
8:05:44; 

10-Mile Maui Channel Swim – 1st 
Place overall solo winner 
3:54.01 

Marathon Swim – Men’s Speed Record! 

Peter Worland 10-Mile Maui Channel Swim – 
2nd Place  
4:24.55 

Marathon Swim 

Barbara Held 10-Mile Maui Channel Swim -  9th 
Place 6:02.43 

Marathon Swim 

Steve Green 10-Mile Maui Channel 
September 3, 2009 
6:05 

Marathon Swim 

Steve Green 13-Mile Trans-Tahoe Swim, July 
16, 2009 

Marathon Swim 

Claudia Rose 8-Mile Pennock Island Swim, 
August, 2009  4:38:42  
 

Long Distance Open Water Swim 
1st place in Naked Women’s (no wetsuit)  division  
 

Carol Sing 8-Mile Pennock Island Swim, 
August, 2009  4:22:26 

Long Distance Open Water Swim 
1st place in Naked Women’s (no wetsuit)  division  
 

Joel Barnett 8-Mile Pennock Island Swim, 
August, 2009  4:39:09 

Solo Long Distance Swim –  
3rd Place in “Naked” Division 

Jim Fitzpatrick Long Bridge Swim - Idaho 15-Mile Training Swim 

Cindy Walsh Long Bridge Swim - Idaho 15-Mile Training Swim 
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Steve Cross Pacific Swim’s 3K and  10K Open 
Water Relay Race in Fiji 

2009 Fiji Grand Prize Winner 

 

OTHER NOTEWORTHY EVENTS & SPECIAL AWARDS 

RECIPIENT EVENT AWARD TITLE 
Claudia Rose Sitka Sound Swim Bear Barrier Award for Open Water Swim Starts  

Tom Hecker 10-Mile Relay Dead Fish Revival Award 

John Heffner 10-Mile Relay Dead Fish Revival Award 

Betsy Jordan Injury & surgery Fish out of Water Award 

Teresa McKethan Events – General Big Heart Award 

Mark Montincino English Channel Swim Channel Skunk Award 

Tom Hecker Big Surf Swim at Cove Lost at Sea Award 

Steve Green Big Surf Swim at Cove Lost at Sea Award 

Amy Pace Big Surf Swim at Cove Lost at Sea Award 

Treace Sommer Big Surf Swim at Cove Lost at Sea Award 

Jerry Anderson Big Surf Swim at Cove Lost at Sea Award 

Jimmy Canale Lifeguarding 31 Years of Service – Happy Retirement Award 

Carol Sing Club Officer Super Schlepper Award 

Carol LeBeau Injury/Surgery Fashion Cast Boot Award 

 

HALL OF CHAMPIONS – NEW INDUCTEES 

RECIPIENT EVENT AWARD TITLE 
Tom Hecker Catalina Channel Hall of Champions 

Todd Robinson Catalina Channel Hall of Champions 

SPECIAL AWARDS/OUTSTANDING ACHIEVEMENTS 

RECIPIENT EVENT AWARD TITLE 
Todd Robinson Catalina Channel Swim New Men’s Speed Record 

Carol Sing Outstanding Contributions to 
LJCSC 

Bob West Award 

Bob West LJCSC  Lifetime Achievement 

 


